
Patrons of the Turf
Saratoga is celebrating a century of racing this year.

Much of this history may be recalled by visiting the National
Museum of Racing on Union Avenue. The late Walter M.
Jeffords was largely responsible for the collection of paint.
ings in the museum, rmd at his request several years ago,
brief biographies were prepared to identify the portraits in
the Patrons of the Turf wing. Among these portraits is
one of

Lawrence Kip

President of the Coney Island Jockey Club, which oper·

ated the old Sheepshead Bay course, Co!. Lawrence Kip

epitomized the sporting gentleman of high social standing

who played important roles in New York racing in the latter

portion of the 19th century.

A member of a family which arrived in New Amsterdam

more than three centuries ago, Kip was graduated from West

Point in 1857, served on Gen. Phil Sheridan's staff during

the Civil War, and resigned in 1867 with the rank of colonel.

Upon his marriage to Eva Lorillard, sister of Pierre and

George, both ardent patrons of the Turf, Co!. Kip became a

prominent figure in the gay circle of what was known as

the polite, sporting set.

He had a keen eye for the form that combines quality

with action in horses, and those he consented to drive on

the road were ,aid to have had a symmetry and well·bred

air that arrested immediate attention. Driving became a fine

art under his painstaking direction. For many years he was

the leading spirit of the Suburban Riding and Driving Club

as well as the National Horse Show Association.

He first was attracted to racing at old Jerome Park and
in 1884 became a director at Sheepshead Bay, the year the

inaugural Suburban Handicap was won by Gen. Monroe.

Island Jockey Club, enlarged the Sheepshead Bay course

that year to nine furlongs, making it one of the first Ameri·

can ovals to measure more than a mile. That was to cause

Frank Hall, who worked his Suburban candidate War Eagle

a supposed mile in 1 :55, to conclude something was radically

wrong with his watch.

Co!. Kip was vice president of the Coney Island Jockey

Club (whose members wore enameled badges of sea shells,

jockey caps, or horses' heads over which the club's initials

were embossed) when Proctor Knott in 1888 defeated Salva-

tor in the nrst Futurity Stakes. Upon the death of James K.

G. Lawrence in 1895, Co!. Kip became the third president

of the organization which maintained the high social aspect

of racing first established at Jerome Park.

At the time of his death in November of 1899, Col. Kip

was president of the Suburban Riding and Driving Club,

the National Horse Show Association, and Sheepshead Bay.

He was succeeded in the latter position by William K. ,"an·

derbilt, who served until the gates were finally closed by

anti·racing legislation in 1910.


