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. Record $21 .1 million· .aid

The Payson family's association with the Mets, which started in 1961, may be over now that Lorinda de
Roulet, daughter of Mrs. Joan Payson; has reportedly told friends she would like to bow out.

By JACK LANG

The Mets, who were created for $1.8
.million 18 years ago,·were sold Thursday
for a record $21.1 million to a group
headed by Nelson Doubleday, president
of the world's largest· book publishIng
firm.
Doubleday, along with his partners, Fred Wilpon and Saul Katz of Sterling Equities, were
awarded the franchise by the Payson family after
they outbid Allen and Co., investment bankers by
a reported $2 million.·
'
. The sale to Doubleday and his group was announced
late Thursday afternoon following acceptance of their
offer by Charles Shipman Payson and other stockholders
at Payson's home in Hobe Sound, Fla.
The statement issued by telephone to newsmen early
Thursday evening said:
.
"NELSON DOUBLEDAY. president of Doubleday
Inc. and a great-great nephew of the man who invented
baseball, announced that he had agreed to purchase
controlling interest in the New York Mets baseball team.
The Doubleday Publishing Co. has been in New York for
80 years."
Following that came a brief statement by Doubleday
himself, again issued by telephone. He said:
_
"We believe in New York. We believe it is the
communications and entertainment center of the world.
We also feel the city deserves the greatest team in the
world."
Doubleday was not available for further comment but
will meet the press at 3:30 Friday afternoon at Shea
Stadium. He and his partners are expected to announce
at that time their immediate plans for the club ..
. Sharing ownership of the Mets with him, Doubleday
added, would be the City Investment Co., a $5 billion
diversified company "whose roots have been in New
York since 1904," and Fred Wilpon 0-£ Sterling Equities,
a Manhasset, L.I., investment company, Eldridge Haynes
and G. W.Travelstead of Winston-Salem, N.C.
THE SALE PRICE of $21.1million is the highest ever for a major league baseball franchise. When the Yankees
were purchased by CBS the price was $15 million.
George Steinbrenner got them for $11 million. When the
Red Sox were sold two years ago, the reported price was
$14.5 million. Last September the Baltimore Orioles
brought a price of $12 million.
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IVI. uo-nam lirant, former clialrman of the board of the
Mets and the man who brought the late Joan Payson into
baseball back in 1961,had high praise for Doubleday.
SPEAKING FROM his home in Hobe Sound where
he had attended the stockholders' meeting at which
Doubleday's bid was approved, Grant said:
"He is a good, clean sportsman, the same as John O.
Pickett. They are both of the same cut."
Grant, who had been ousted as board chairman by
(Continued on page 50)
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Lorinda de Roulet in November 1978 when she and her
two daughters, Whitney and Bebe, took over the opera·
tion of the club, said he was a little saddened by the sale.
"This is the end of.an era for our family," Grant said.
"1 started it and I saw it through."
Grant al1d Mrs. Payson jOined Branch Rickey and Bill
Shea in the Continep.tal League in 1961 and their
franchise. was eventually accepted into the National
League. Their admission price for the franchise was the
$1.8 they spent for 22 players in the expansion draft.
Over the years the Mets prospered into one of the
most attractive franchises in baseball, drawing more
than two million fans for four consecutive years in the
early '70s.
BUT THEY FAILED to invest in free agents when
the baseball system changed four years ago and for the
past three seasons the team finished in last place.
Last season, less than 800,000fans paid their way into
the ball park.

Doubleday faces a huge rebuilding program in his
takeover but, according to all reports, is a go·getter who
wifl spend freely to create a winner.
With his huge publishing firm behind him, he has the
resources. Doubleday in Garden City, L.I., is th'Cworld's
largest publisher of hardcover books.
In his associ'ation with the Islanders, Doubleday
maintained a low profile and permitted his friend,
Pickett, to run the club. With the Mets it is more than
likely that he will take charge of the daily operation of
the club.
,
No mention was made of whether Lorinda de Roulet
would remain with the club. She is the current chairman
of the board. She allegedly has told some of the people
she IlOWdesires to bow out of-the picture.
Doubleday has never been associated with any profes·
sional sport other than the Islanders. He is, however,
among the North End Gold Coast set considered to be
quite a sportsman.

